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The ary, in \ which this came boch fe * pen and wed 5 


Jo My 18 WH makes it neceſſary to trouble the reader with the _ N 35 
ing corrections and additions := = N 


Alter Pitt, page 3, line 4, from the bottom, TOY Woh 
While Mr. Pitt might have perſiſted in delivering the wok! 


5 fage, not from motives which a mean mind would ſuggeſt, but 
from reaſons of regard and goodæuill— that there might be leſs 
probability of the Pritee s being ſo involved again. 


"Page 8, line 10, for that careleſſneſs, read want of attention. 
— 12, line 14, read behave in. 3 
— 21 » line 7, from the bottom, for few Hom among » 2 
| car an, read few among us can form « an. 
; Page 22, after line 14, inſert, 

John Bull certainly is not capable of aeg any gratiſi· 


cation from ſeeing his Prince reduced to aſk, and receive, a fa · 
vour from him; as the village ſhopkeeper feels delighted, when 
the *ſquire of his pariſh wants ſomething, which he can prove 
his conſequence by refuſing, or which he can grant in a * to 
| ſhow the ſuperiority he happens to polleſs. 


Much is ſaid about the times in which the debts have been 5 


| contrated, and the moment at which we are deſired to. pay 


them, No individual, among us all, has ſo much reaſon to la- 
ment the times, as the Prince; whoſe future throne is made to 
otter, along with every other throne in Europe. But the 
times have come upon the debts, not the debts upon the times. 
The debts were not contracted juſt at this moment; and the 
| reaſon we are deſired to pay them at this moment is becauſe 
every friend to the country, and the Royal Family, wiſhed to + 
_ ſee the Prince, at ſuch a moment, married, Had his Royal b 
- Highness not taken a wife, or not taken one ſo ſatisfaRory to 
the people, we of courſe ſhould have heard nothing o of the 
_ Gebts, W NO 63 | 
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May 1, 15. | 


| Tus, are not rimes, in which long per- 1 
formances are read; except, perhaps, odes by 
Peter Pindar, or trials for adultery : andthe 
intention of the few unaſſuming pages which 
are here offered to the reader, | is not to impoſe 
upon the underſtanding of others, but ſhortly "ER 
to ſubmit to my countrymen what has ſatisfied 
my underſtanding, and what I verily think 
will be ſatis factory to a feeling, proud and 
— honourable nation, at large. 
The moment is come, which Has been 10 
28 expected {for it is neither fair nor true 
to fay that we. are taken by ſurpriſe), the 
moment is come, which has been expected 
ver ſince credit was given to the report of 
the Prince of Wales's marriage, when the 
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dignity ot the country, the ſituation of the 
exalted couple, and the feelings of their 


Royal parent, make it neceſſary for his Ma- 


jeſty to requeſt, of the liberality and affection . 
of his people, that, while they all agree in 
rejoicing over the royal nuptials, they will 
not turn away from the bride and bride- 
groom, and leave them, as they would 
ſhudder to ſee children or even ſervants of 
their own left, in hourly danger of not * þ 
a bed to lie on. | 9 


This Ii imagine is the ſimple fact. 
If we can at all complain of being taken by 
f with regard to a requeſt which has 


been expected to be announced every day 
for ſome months, it is becauſe the ſame re- 

5 queſt was made eight years ago; at which 
time both his Majeſty and the Prince, are 
ſuppoſed to have engaged, as far as men can 
engage for human wiſdom, that the country 
ſhould never again ſee a neceſſity for the 
ſame requeſt, and that the miniſter and all 
parties ſhould never again be embarraſſed by 
having to repeat ſuch a requeſt. 


As I only wiſh the queſtion before us to 


be examined fairly, I am very ready to grant 


that this engagement e to have been 
7 entered | 


PRINCE'S DEBTS, * 
entered into as ſeriouſly and ſolemnly as kings 
and princes, or even gentlemen, can find 


words to expreſs themſelves in: it ſeems to 


make the ſecond part of a bargain between 
the Crown and the people“ We will paß 
<< the debts, if father and ſon will promiſe 


« that no more ſhall be incurred.” 


well! I am ready to grant that his Ma- 
jeſty and the Prince have not fulfilled their : 


part of the bargain. 


This I will grant ; n it t be at leaf 
open to me to ſuppoſe, that, in 1787, his 
Royal Highneſs told Mr. Pitt“ he would 
- "RE pledge himſelf, to the country, never to 

e run in debt again ; becauſe he did not think 
the income in queſtion would be found ſuſi 
e cent, eſpecially too if ſome of his debts 
« ſhould ſill be left unpaid ;”—that the 
Prince defired Mr. Pitt “ would not bind 
* him by any ſuch meſſage,” and that, when 
ſuch a meſſage, contrary to the Prince's 


wiſhes, was delivered, his Royal Highneſs 


_ expreſſed every Pb uneaſineſs and di iſatisfac- 
tion to Mr. Pitt. We cannot dictate to gen- 


tlemen, who chooſe to ſuppoſe this; nor can 

we prevent their fortifying themſelves in 

* ſuppoſition, and even in others, by the 
ag B 2 „ Prince's 
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1 THOUGHTS ON TE 


. ſituation with the King and the 
miniſter i in 1787, and by the account of the 


whole tranſaction detailed in the two Annual 


Regiſters: of that year, which are drawn up! 
by pens . two ſuch. Arent v in 


8 Pag. 


Without « even i RT that fuch was the- 


- caſe, I will grant what ] have ſaid. 


His Majeſty, however, has a right to call 


for as much of our concern, as his ſubjects 

- would readily beſtow « on a common parent in 
the ſame painful ſituation: royalty, which 
1 heaps upon him ſo many ills that few of his 
85 ſubjects would conſent to change places with, | 
him, is not to deprive. him even of the 

| cheapeſt boon. of pity.. We may, therefore, + 
. feeF for his Majeſty? 8 diſtreſs; das, ce certainly, 
every parent does; but it is, nat upon him 
that we can find much blame to throw. Moſt 5 

parents would be. happy, to join in removing | 


ſuch diſtreſs, from. ſuch 4 huſband and pa- 


rent as his Majeſty has ſo long exhibited to 
us in the mirror of example; but the queſtion 
is, whether the Prince Apſerve tq have ſuch "i 
| diſtreſs removed from him. . 


His Royal Highneſs merits, 15 will. top, all. 
that blame, which melts into pity, for his, 
| BED royal 


PRINCE'S DEBTS. 


| OP parent: he has ſbown himſelf, by Eis 
imprudence, to be no leſs a man than the reſt 
of his fellow creatures — let me rather ſay, in 
plain, terms, that; if he acceded to the 9 55 2 
age of 1787, he has broken his part of the 
bargain formally made with his father's. 
_ people—and the queſtion, which the Lords 
and Commons have to ſettle, is whether 


gentlemen can bring themſelves to forgive 


ſuch conduct; whether Britons will ſhew 
any pity for a Britiſh Prince; whatever they 
may feel for his 8 parent, after ſuch im- 
prudence. 
his, then, is granted; and in termi, which. 
even the member for T ewkeſbury, who has 
curtailed his toilet and ſacrificed his hair- 
powder to laudable ene will not deem 


1 toa mild. 


But I will grant ſtill more; and what, 
perhaps, his Royal Highneſs's friends, in 
either Houſe, will not be very willing to 
grant, during the debates: which muſt be 
. conſidered as an additional Proof of the: / 
fairneſs of theſe pages. 40 
Secondly, it ſhall be granted chat fake of 
theſe debts, which the Prince has broken his 
engagement by contracting, are not ſich as 

9 the 


— — — — oo t— — 
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6 THOUGHTS ON THE 
the people can approve, or as every parent 
would pardon. There are, among this 


ſecond lift of debts, ſome, I will grant—or, 
rather, I will ſuppoſe ; for I do not, of 


© courſe, know it—ſome that the Prince ought 


not to have contracted; ſome that have not 
exactly been incurred by extricating merit 
from the claws of poverty, or by aſſiſting the 
neceſſities of unknown and ſtarving genius, 
which, according to one of the prefaces 
written by the preſent Lord Orford, ** may 
* be without a villa or a coach, but * 
« never be in want of a pencil or of paper.” 
: Yet, let it not be concluded that there are 
among the debts, none of ſo creditable a 
nature; becauſe every one has not heard of 
ſuch in coffee-houſes, nor read of them in 
newſpapers: for this were to expect that his 
Royal Highneſs ſhould inſert advertiſe- 
ments of the kindneſſes he performs, ſome 
of which every reader can mention, as regu- 
larly as the quack advertiſes thoſe cures 
which he does not perform. „ 
| For the ſake of argument, and of bringing i 
the whole queſtion fairly before us without 
any reſerve whatever, I will grant, in the ſe- 
cond place, that no very ſtrict ſcrutiny might 
diſcover, 


— —— —— —— 


PRINCE'S DEBTS. WE 
diſcover, in this ſecond liſt, more than one 
debt, perhaps, at the ſight of which the 
Prince would bluſh ; not only on account of | 
the inattention to economy and the impru- 
dence which contracted it, but for other 
reaſons, which, as long as his Royal Highneſs | 
does bluſh, the loweſt of the people has too 
: gentlemanly a mind to wiſh me to ſpecify, _ 
As what I granted before, Piers ens | 
dwelling on his Royal Highneſs's having de- 
fired not to be bound down by a meſſage, 
the engagements of which he did not feel 
himſelf put in a fituation to keep; ſo will I 
now, make this ſecond conceſſion, without 
obſerving, that, when we all imagine and 
argue, that his Royal Highneſs was cleared 
in 1787, he was actually left with a remain- 
ing load of debt not a great deal, perhaps, 
ſhort of 100, oool. which neceſſarily ope- 
rated as the foundation of future incum- 
brances. i 
What I have granted i; is more, 1 think, 
than will be expected by all his Royal 
| Highneſs' s enemies; if he can have any 
enemies, except thoſe who have been made 
his enemies by this imprudence—who blame 
his extravagance, while they applaud, and 
| teach 
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8 THOUGHTS ON TRE 1 
. mech their children to applaud, at Sheridan's 


popular * School for Scandal”—and who, 


: perhaps, without knowing it, revenge their 
own folly, - though not ſurrounded by any 
temptations, upon the Princeꝰs wantof — 5 


in the midſt of every poſſible temptation. * 
It is pleaſant to ſee how ſaving we can 


« be for others!“ ſaid Francis Bacon, Lord 
St. Albans, to one of bis friends, who lec- 
tured him upon that careleſneſs, about pounds, we 
5 ſhillings and pence, to which both genius and 

royalty muſt deſcend, and the want of which 
involved that wonderful man in ſuch a pain- 
ful ſituation. But our preſent buſineſs is the 

painful and embarraſſing ſituation of a Prince 

of Wales, in whoſe natural and acquired | 

_ talents, the ſame Francis Bacon, the acute 

| hiſtorian of Henry VII., would diſcover the 


future promiſe of no common king. 


The double cenſure, which his Royal 


Highneſs is ſaid to deſerve, on account of 
the ſituation, in which, after all, every honeſt 


Briton muſt bluſh to ſee him, I have ad | 


ſtated, and 1 candidly admit. 


I I do not ſhame 
„ Jo tell you what I vas, ſince my CONVERSION 
1 80 Iweetly aley being the thing 1 am. | 
| As You Li ke It. - 


But 


PRINCE 8 DEBTS. 9 


But is there not another Ranntteb, in 
which ſome of us may live to ſee the Prince? 
In God's good time, he may have to fill the 

throne; and, then, we all hope to ſee him 

: THE FATHER OP HIS PEOPLE, At preſent 

his relative ſituation | is ſuch that the people 
- of his royal parent may be ſaid, collectively, 
with regard to the preſent queſtion of Paying | 

5 his debts, to be his father. 

Nou, juſt here it is that I fix my foot. 

To this collective national father I ſay— 
| behave, towards this your eldeſt national ſon, 
and one you are Juſtly proud of too in many 
reſpects, as any one of us, individually, 5 
would behave towards any child of our own. 


1 1 aſk any thing, which a ſingle father, 5 


who has the ability, would refuſe; bend me 
down under the weight of theſe royal debts, 


and place me where ſmaller debtors are 


doomed to end their days, without ſome ſuch 
juſt and neceſſary bill as that which Lord 
Moira's wiſdom and humanity attempted to 
introduce. Condemn me to the grate of a 
priſon, during life, fiſhing with the foot of a 
ſtocking for farthings which I never feel; if 
the Rernedt parent would not grant all I mean 
to alk. N 1 
BE 1 What 


— 
. . — n . 1 


10 THOUGHTS ON THE 


What I aſk (and I will undertake to ſay 


the people with me), I will ſtate as plainly, 
as I have ſtated the cenſure which the Prince 
deſerves, and which he would be the firſt 


perhaps to throw upon himſelf. 


Pay his debts—give the imprudent Prince 


and his innocent Princeſs a bed to lie on- 
pay his debts; and pay them like men of 
feeling and gentlemen, not as a Jew would 
diſcharge the incumbrances (for even a _ 
would diſcharge them) of a blockhead, 
whoſe illegitimate, birth he ſhares but half 8 
the ſhame---pay them liberally, like Britons, 
like yourſelves; pay them EFPECTUALLY, 
leaving none behind; while you take effectual 
ſteps, as the legiſlature can do, to make it 
impoſſible that the turn of his Royal Highneſs 
(Which is perhaps too liberal and caſy, more 
princely than even a Prince's turn is expected 
to be) ſhould ever be impoſed on again, and 
that he or even any other Prince ſhould ever 
again be in the ſame .unprincely ſituation. 
Join this kindneſs towards the country, with 


your kindneſs towards the Prince, and we 
ſhall all thank Mr. Pitt, and think that any 


ſum, neceſſary for the payment of theſe debts, 
is ae beſtowed by our repreſentatives, if 


it 


pPRINCE's DEBTS, ” 1 
it can be fairly ſaid to purchaſe; the impofſibi- 
lity of our ever being called upon for any 
future debts; more eſpecially when theſe 
new nuptials promiſe (as who does not, for 
many reaſons, hope?) to produce new 
| Princes. e 
This 1 is what! alk, for our eldeſt national i 
Pride, of his collective national father; and 
this is what J aſſert we ſhould, all, individu- 
ally, do for a ſon of our own, with even 


fewer good points about him than we all 


know the Prince to have, being able to 
afford it, and notwithſtanding we had already 
paid his debts once or even twice. That we 
ſhould, all, wiſh a father to behave ſo to 
us - and that we ſhould complain we were 
ill uſed, if he did not it would be waſte of 
time (the next folly to waſte of money) were 
I to endeavour to prove. ES 
But permit me to aſk you, my country- ; 
men- is this a common caſe of a common 
father and a common ſon? 
If it be, let us at leaſt ſay, with common 
fathers-— Well! He is married, however, : 
thank God! and to one who is likely to make 
him, and all of us, happy. That one event 
is worth , and, ſomeyears ago, would 


„ e willingly 
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12 THOUGHTS ON THE 


e willingly have been purchaſed at more, 


« than the whole amount of his debts.” 
But is it ſuch a caſe as I mentioned ? 
It is not a caſe of a common father. For, : 


if the Duke of Beaufort's eldeſt ſon were a leſs 
| exemplary and praiſeworthy character than he 
is; and were it neceſſary that the ſon's debts 
ſhould be diſcharged, for the dignity of the 
JE: family ; ; the ſame attention to family dignity 
would certainly lead the Duke of Beaufort to 


conduct himſelf, on ſuch an occaſion, towards 


the Marquis of Worceſter, in rather a differ- 

ent way from what his Grace's taylor would 
behave, under the ſame circumſtances, to the 
heir apparent of that ſhopboard, from which 

5 the long-winded and inexplicable Earl of 

Cuuxrliſle's vice- regal correſpondents condeſcend= © 
ed to cabbage an unlucky verb, fitting croſs- 

legged no doubt for its ſucceſs. _ 


However, J will build none of the argu- 


ments, which I might, on the cixcumſtance 
| of the father's being, in this caſe, formed 


out of the collective honour, dignity and 


pride of a great and haughty people; 5 


certainly would not wiſh to be leſs liberal, 
leſs willing to make allowances for impru- 
dence, or leſs: forgiving, than almoſt any 

| fler, 


PRINCE'S DEBTS. | Ty 


Cather, taken at random out of the maſs of 
the people. 


Let me aſk my countrymen anothet queſ= _ 
tion, after this candour towards them; with- 
out aſking which, I ſhould not ſhow even juſ- 


tice towards the Prince of Wales. 
If my candour ſuffer this to be conſidered 


exactly as a caſe of a common father, i is it in- 
deed nothing more than the caſe of a common 


ſon? 

It is very far, I aſſert, from the caſe of a 
common ſon. This collective national father 
will be guilty of the greateſt injuſtice, of a_ 

crime much worſe than extravagance, or 

thoughtleſs liberality, repeated even unto 
ſeventy times ſeven times, in conſidering the 

eldeſt national Prince, with regard to the 

| debts he has contracted, as only in the com- 
mon ſituation of a common ſon. 


| He who refuſes to make allowances, and 
great ones too, for a Prince, and for ſuch a 


Prince, in ſuch a country and ſuch times as 
ours, muſt want either a head or a heart, or 
both. The ſublime will and teſtament of 
the poor King of France ſpeaks of the leni- 
ent conduct which he wiſhes his wretched 
ſon to purſye * if he ſhould ever be unfortu- 
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* nate enough to be King.” Alas | my 
friends, were we unfortunate eng to be 
princes, for only four- and- twenty boars, we 
| ſhould know /ome of the INNUMERABLE 
| temptations, which continually hover and 
| fail round about their exalted ſtation, like 
eagles round their higheſt caſtles. I fay 
nothing of their neceſſary miſeries, which 6 
would leave them wretched enough to ſatisfy = 
their worſt enemies, even though we payed 
their petty debts for them every other week. 
One miſery, which a mind of a proper make 
cannot but feel, ariſes ſurely from being thus 
accountable to the country 1 every * 
that they ſpend. _ 
Shall the collective charity of the country 
make no allowance for debts, which almsft al} 
_ of us, individually, would have aſſiſted his 
ll. Royal Highneſs, and Too MANY of us HAVE 
if „ ie him, i in contracting? 
Shall we make no . for debts, 
the contracting of which was in ſome mea- 
ſure expected from the Prince's ſtation ? Ves, 
1 ſay EXPECTED, in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of that 
word; as we ſay that * we expect the Prince 
5 vill, now, engage never to be in debt 
6 again, and N bis engagement, if we pay 
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his debts this time —for 1 will aſk another 
queſtion What would honeſt John Bull, with 
all his economy, ſay of a Prince of Wales, 
who did not ſpend half his income ; and who 
We placed out the ſavings of every 
quarter upon mortgage ? Is it only from a 
Prince of Wales we expect that he ſhould 
keep the preciſe line between penuriouſneſs 
and profuſion? 


Whatever Jak may anſwer ben 1 


5 neighbours fret him, as they have lately), he 
05 ache that the fine promiſing fellow hangs 
John's picture, not only over his ſettee, but 
round his neck ; and John and all his family 
would prefer ( Charles Surface for a Prince of 
Wales, before Joſeph with all his ſentiment. 
But how old, my countrymen, 18 your : 
Prince of Wales? He is, now, almoſt three- 
and-thirty.— Was he as old, when you par- 
bia paid his debts, eight years ago? He 
was, then, but five- and- twenty. Is the age 
of five-and-twenty i in a Prince, in a Prince of 
Wales, equivalent even to one-and-twenty, 
the age of prudence in a common ſubje&t? Let 


the moſt ſober and reaſonable among us an- 


ſwer; for they, perhaps, are moſt ſenſible 
how difficult it is to reſiſt even temptations 


of the moſt common kind. * 
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though they have been paid once, already, 
by tbe country in which the money circulates, 
confeſſedly ariſes from the innumerable 
temptations and ſnares, in the midſt of which 


. ence. 


able to plead the ſame temptations, or will 
their friends urge the ſame excuſes, as we are 
bound to urge and plead for a Prince ? 


wet- nurſes, ſtudy every method to ſpM. 
them; that they may add to their debts, 
afterwards, by making additions to the pen- «+ 
ſions of thoſe whoſe milk they ſucked. What 
kind of milk ſhould we ſuppoſe that Prince 


careful of the money, which his country gives | 


But the great apology for a Prince” s debts, 


he paſſes every | moment of his Poms exiſt- 


* Mr. pitt or Mr. Fox can tell wha 4 it is 


to be in embarraſſed circumſtances, are they 


Dm den ſays, of ſome one, [ remember, 


oe His birth, perhaps, "a petty village hides, 
« Aud ſets his cradle out of fortune” 8 way.“ 


We may op of "FEY thoſe ſons of "0 
tune and miſery, that their very cradles are ſet 


in the highway of temptation. Even the 


gentlewomen, who are ſelected to be their 


to have ſucked, who, when he grows up, is as 


rRINcE'S DEBTS: — 17 
hin ſupport the princely dignity and liberality, 
as if he earned it by the ſweat of his brow; 

| who prefers Cocker's Arithmetic to all 

the hiſtorians ; who knows exactly every 
demand that can be made upon him for 

money, while ke is ignorant of the intereſts 
of all the nations by which his father's 
people are ſurrounded; and who, in ſhort, 

- might fairly paſs for the heir-apparent of 
a Jew, or the wowed ſon of a childleſs an- 
nuity- broker? | Wa 
But there is as little probability of ever 

| ſeeing a king or a prince reſemble ſuch 

| wretched races, as of our having to bow the 
knee to Brothers or to Halhed on the throne 
of the Jews. We, all, take eſpecial care not 
only that our King's children, but that our 

_ own ſhould turn out yo different charac- 
ters. 

As to our king 8 ; children, and particularly 
his eldeſt ſon; it is no kind of compariſon, 
I aſſert, to talk of a young man, juſt come 

1 Fu his fortune, among a ſet of ſharpers, at a 

'hazard table, with falſe dice. The Prince is 

beſet, if not now, certainly too often, by 

men and women of every age, deſcription, 
accompliſhment and allurement ; all theſe 
ZE different 
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18 THOUGHTS ON THE 
different birds of prey conſider him, too fre- 
quently, each as its particular quarry ; truth 
is a tender plant, which very few countries 
will ſuit; and in no country is a prince ex- 
: empted from that general and moſt cruel curſe 
upon the kind—that he muſt not have a 
friend. The elements, alone, venture to ſpeak 
truth to his auguſt ears; and even of the ele- 
ments hei 1s, ſoon, taught almoſt to change 
the natures. 
Dulike the qetlementy — or the 
if well- bred houſe- breaker, ſome. characters ; 
about a prince (God forbid that I ſhould ſay 
or think ſo of all ) ſhow neither mercy nor 
forbearance; their conſtant cry is * the. 


— — ä—UUQD— — — 


country pays all, and it only circulates in 
1 the country ;”” and every thing is conſi- 
1 dered, like nuts in the hedges, as every 


body's common property. 

| = "Oo countrymen, ſhall we e make no allow- 

| =» ances for a fellow-creature ſo ſituated ? 

| T2. To your juſtice—E will not ſay to your 

feelings to your juſtice I confidently truſt 
the queſtion ; begging you to bear in mind 
that THIS 18 NOT A QUESTION OF PARTY. 

1 All I aſk of you is to be juſt to the Prince, 

1 OG Sada and to poſterity, Though 1 

Wl !!!! Ano aha might, 


3 ye __ 


PRINCE'S DEBTS. 19 
might, ſurely, were it neceſſary, appeal alſo, 
to your merey; ſince we, all, expect thoſe, 


who are in authority over us, to be merciful 
as well as juſt. 


ce The quality of mercy is not ſtrain'd; 

« It droppeth as the gentle rain from Ran 
cc Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleſſed; 
4 It bleſſeth him that gives, and him that takes. 
cc is mightieſt in the mightieſt; it becomes 
« The throned monarch better than his crown : 
_ « His ſceptre ſhows the force of temporal power, 
ce The attribute to awe and majeſty, 
4 Wherein doth fit the fear and dread of Kings; 
% But mercy is above the ſceptered ſway. 
e It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings; 
« It is an attribute to God himſelf ; 
4e And earthly power doth then ſhow likeſt God's, 
. When mercy ſeaſons juſtice,” 


The Merchant of Venice (to the old 


Shylock of which the Prince and by 


Princeſs exhibited ſuch an amiable 
trait of condeſcenſion, at the Play, 
lately) . 


Te 0 my underſtanding, 1 muſt own, it ap- 
pears, that, if we do not wipe away royalty, 
like the wretched French, we cannot, in 
common Juſtice to preſent and future times, 
we cannot, with common wiſdom or com- 
mon pride, ſuffer him, who probably will 
be our r King, to have his dignity ſullied and 
\ | D 2 HIS 
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\ HIS MIND NECESSARILY DEBASED by con- 


tinuing in a ſituation, which a man of ho- 
nour ſhudders to think of—eſpecially, too, 


when, by decreeing that the Royal Family 

can not be ſued for debt, we make it impoſſible 1p 
for ſuch diſtreſs ever to happen again, or 

ſuch a remedy to be again requeſted. 


His dignity ſullied and his mind neceſſarily de- 
baſed, T have ſaid and I repeat. For to a li- 
beral and an honourable mind what ſituation 
can equal the miſery of being in debt! If 


the writer of theſe pages, or any of his moſt 
common readers, would feel the diſgraceful z 
ſlavery of ſuch a ſituation ; what words can 
even Mr. Wilberforce invent to deſcribe the 
Vvorſe than African bondage, when all this 
miſery is {till doubled to a mind elevated by 
the higheſt rank, and enlightened. by the 


beſt education? 
And is the preſent only a publick misfor- 


tune? Alas! where is the private family, 
which is not ſometimes ſoured by the ſame 
misfortune — and where is the private father 
who would not pay his ſon's debts a ſecond 
time, having a certain opinion of the ſon; 
though he could not have wp ſecurity that 


he 


PRINCE'S DEBTS. 21 
he might not be called upon to pay them = 
third time? Here, we are aſked to clear a 
Prince, on an eligible marriage, who never 
can call upon us again; if we put 4 princes 
in the ſituation of ſons under age, to whom | 
credit 1 is given only by fools or rogues. | 
What—ſhall priſoners for debt, of every 
different deſeription, however often they 
have been bankrupts, aſk for an act of grace, 
on the Prince's happy nuptials; and ſhall he 
himſelf, and his innocent conſort, be left in 
2 ſituation worſe than the worſt priſon? . 
That Princeſs, from what we have ſeen of 5 
her, is the beſt of all pledges that his Royal 
Highneſs will give no future cauſe of national 
diffatisfaction. Uſe him like a gentleman in 
this caſe, and you bind him ſo much the 
more. | 
At the moment that 1 am PER to 
remove, from the Prince, miſeries, of 
which few from among us can an adequate 
idea; even their May-day majeſties are 
made happy by Mrs. Montagu, a and Port- 
man- Square reſounds with the honeſt healths 
they drink to the royal bride and bride- 
groom. 
But, in all events, 8 will have ſhown 
your | 
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your liberality ; ; you will have behaved like 
yourſelves ; you will have paſſed that act of 
grace, towards the firſt ſubject in the coun- 
try, which, upon his account, the loweſt ſub- 
jects and debtors not only requeſt, but almoſt | 
claim as if it were a matter of right. 


—Such I verily think are the ſentiments 


of the people in general, upon a queſtion, 
vrhich I could diſcuſs more at large and with 
more arguments, if I had not determined to 
confine myſelf to what ſhould prove my can- 
dour towards my country, and ſhew I have no 
wiſh on this occaſion that a man of honour ; 
| would be aſnamed to own. 
Io dwell upon inferior and weaker argu- 
5 ments, when the ſituation of our Prince and · 
his amiable Princeſs appeals with ſo much 
force, pathos and eloquence to all our fineſt 
feelings, were almoſt as wiſe, and-as much to 
the purpoſe, as the attempt of the hapleſs 
_ orator who ſat for Helſton in the ſeſſion ; 
| which formerly payed the Prince's debts, to 
attract attention by the charms of his maiden 
_ eloquence, immediately after Sheridan's 


ſpeech on the Begum- charge had captivated 


every 
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every member, and produced an effect unex- 


ampled. ſince the uſe of tongues. 
If the legiſlature do this act of liberality at 


all, let it be done handſomely—let not a 
mighty nation deſcend to the miſery of pay- 
ing ſo many ſhillings in the pound—and let 
them, inſtead of trying to reduce the debts 
to £.1000 or L.1 500 leſs, remember what 
the late Sir James Stonehouſe of Berkſhire, 
ſaid to a young man, whoſe circumſtances 
were embarraſſed— © I will extricate you, if 
« you will enable me to do it efe&ually: I 
« will pay your debts, if) you will bring them 
« 2/] tome, and leave none, of a any fort, behind.” 
Inſtead of cavilling at ſuch debts as feem- 
| improper, but which, were they examined, 
might not turn out ſo; let us call for them — 
call even for thoſe which; are improper, which 
are moſt improper. Thoſe which are moſt im- 
proper will hang moſt heavy on him here= 
after. Addreſs the Prince perhaps, and 
by requeſt that he will be pleaſed to bring 
forward a// demands on him, and to aſſure 
_ * the country that he has done fo.” Not only do 
not ſuffer his Royal Highneſs, from honour- 
able feelings which you muſt reſpect, to keep 
> debts back; but, if he * back only 
one 
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one debt of five pounds, do not advance one 
farthing. | 
For what is the uſe of your paying any, 
if he conceal any? and what is the uſe of your 
examining, by a committee or in other ways, 
if you agree to pay the debts. _ 
he debts, which firif® and honourable N 
ſcrutiny would ſtriłe out of the liſt, are exactiy 
thoſe which falſe honour perſuades a Britiſh 
gentleman that he is, perhaps, MOsT OF ALL 
bound to diſcharge. The fooliſh parent boaſts 
that he has cleared his ſon of every fair and 
honourable demand upon him ; and what is the 
reſult ? He lives to fee his fon ruined by frill | 
conſidering himſelf liable to his debts of honour, 
24 Newmarket, and in St. fames's-Street ; 
Re, which T had almoſt ſaid ought FIRST fo have 
N been ſettled, if be wiſhed REALLY TO 
Wi CLEAR his fon, and to GET HIM our oF. 
RY Suck HANDS, | 
if There is but the one way 1 have mentioned : 
1 in which the debts can be diſcharged pro- 
perly, between a Prince who ſays habetis con- 
lll  fitentem reum and an honourable nation, 
With true manlineſs and with real kindneſs: 
ö { [18 there are many ways that every tradeſman 
1 Will point out wr rather, on this occaſion, 
| every 
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every ENGLISH tradeſman will at point out), 
in which the debts can be compounded ; or 
put in ſuch a ſkilful train that the nation 
ſhall gain credit neither for liberality nor even 
for worldly wiſdom, and the perſon obliged 
ſhall feel little weight of obligation for a 
favour, which keeps him intentionally ander 
the hatches, to ſpeak familiarly, and makes him 


almoſt hate the ſight of a benefactor, towards 


whom, before this, his heart yearned with the 
trueſt love, If there be modes of breaking a 
| tacit or an overt engagement not to run in debt 
again; are there no modes of conferring a 

kindneſs ſo as to cancel every obligation 
which would otherwiſe be felt? A certain 


reſpectable member meant nothing perſona! 


or dangerous; but the only honourable re- 
ference this buſineſs will bear to the French 
Revolution is to ſay there are modes which 
the beſt friends of the worſt parts of that 
Revolution would, on this occaſion, delight 
to lee us adopt. : 5 
John Bull is a fine blunt, 1 fellow; : 
and he will not be offended with me for 


_ bluntly reminding him of one of his own 


layings, and begging of him, not to give a 
E Prince, 
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Niese whom, after all, he loves, roaft beef 
and beat him with the ſpit, © 
How this queſtion will go in the 166 
and the Commons, we can pretty well gueſs, 
if thoſe only vote againſt it, or uſe harſh 
language about it, who would refuſe to pay 
a ſon's debts, who would not wiſh a father 
to pay their own debts, under the ſame cir- 
cCumſtances; or who can ſay that, without 
we Prince's temptations, they have com- 
5 maitted none of thoſe imprudences, of which | 
dhe Prince no doubt bluſhes to have been 
1 guilty. Were I one of them, I would cloſe 
| muy ſpeech in ſome ſuch way as Lord Clive 
j li cConcluded his defence I would finiſh with 
bezgging them to remember that the charac- 
| ters of the prince and the country are united; 
and that, if they leave any diſgrace upon the 
Wi ' Prince's character which they can remove, 
0 | they at the ſame time tarniſh their own. _ 
. Were 1 a clergyman, I would pray to God 
'| (for revolutions only attach me more cloſely 
1 | | = my God and my King, as . 


0 | 1 16 the loud torrent and the odiriuind's roar, | 


(e But bind him to his native mountains more)“ 


1 would n pray to God that, in re- 
| turn 
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turn for this kindneſs, the heir of theſe royal 
nuptials, if he ſucceed to our throne after his 
father, may with truth apply the lines of the 
paoet of nature, whom his great grandfather 
5 ** the honour to patroniſe! 


1 — Yes, we have loſt 4 ATR! | 
1 - The greateſt bleſſing heaven beſtows on mortals 5 
« And ſeldom found amidſt theſe wilds of time, 
' « A GOOD AND WORTHY KING! Hear me, my Tancred, by 
c And J will tell thee, in a few plain words, 2; 
« How he deſerved that beſt, that glorious title : 
% *Tis nought complex; tis clear as truth and virtue. 
Se He lov'd his people, deem'd them all his children 
* The good exalted, and depreſs d the bad: 
ec He ſpurn'd the flattering crew, with ſcorn a 
de Their ſmooth advice that only means themſelves, 
0 Their ſchemes to aggrandiſe him into baſeneſs ; 
„ Well-knowing that a people, in their rights 
cc And induſtry protected; living ſafe, 
ec Beneath the ſacred ſhelter of the laws; 
« Encourag'd in their genius, arts, and labours; 
« And happy, each, as he himſelf deſerves; 
“ Are ne'er ungrateful. With unſparing hand, 
« They will for him provide: their filial love 
« And confidence are his unfailing treaſury, 
e And every honeſt man his faithful guard.“ 
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Methinks I har the diſtant and awful 


voice of poſterity conjuring us to ſeal their 
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future happineſs, at this criſis of their fate ; 


and to give them, by our conduct now, in 


God's good time, ſuch a 660D AND WoR TH 


KING, ſuch A FATHER. Poſterity ſhall be 


4 gratified, if theſe haſty pages have any avail ; 
and I will perſuade myſelf that they are not | 
1 doomed to periſh, along with the traſh of our 
trifling days: but that they will remain upon | 
record, in teſtimony of the terms, on which 


the Prince of Wales accepts this proof of 


the nation's affection for his father and the 
| Royal Family, and of our SOLEMN EXPEC- 
'TATIONS FROM THE WHOLE OP HIS ROYAL | 
HIGHNESS' s FUTURE CONDUCT. 


6 NM 63 


Mr 1, FR 
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if I do frign, 12 
* Oh let me in my preſent wildneſs „„ * 
« And never live to ſhow the ineredulous world | 
* he NOBLE CHANGE that I HAVE purpoſed !” 
| FALSTAFFE” s Prince Hall. 
Second Part of Henry IV. 


If this won't do, remember 1 am ited "nnd you i 5 


all but one opinion of the wife you have perſuaded me : to | 
take let my better half reconcile you all to me. 


THE Or Bachxlon 


THE END, 
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